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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF CONSUMPTION
EXPENDITURE IN EGYPTIAN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS

Mona Fakhry Georgy*- Shadia Mohammed Sayed**
*Senior Researcher, Agricultural Economy Researches Institute
**Researcher, Agricultural Economy Researches Institute

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Food is a major life prerequisite. Food expenditure
dominates the larger portion of expenditure in developing

countries. In Egypt is ¢Y..¥/. The research aims to study and

analyze changes in food expenditure patterns, and estimate their
expenditure elastisty. The data were drawn from CAPMAS,
descriptive and quantitative analysis, and the T-test. Results
showed that the average food expenditure per family in the period

Y444/Y+. o to Y+« /Y1) had its highest percentages of ¢Y.¥A/ for
urban and ¢..47 for rural areas; whereas non-food expenditure
was 1r.o¥/ for urbanites, and ¥.oA7 for rural areas. The change
in different expenditure aspects for the whole period (44/Y. .-
Y+1./V)) exceeded Y.+ 7Z. For food it was YV\.4V/ for urbanites
and yyy.rv/ for rural areas. Non-food change was Y¥v.1¢/ for
urbanites, and Y31.AY for rural areas. The change in consumption
expenditure was VY¢.4Y/ for urbanites, and Y¢¢.vy/ for rural

areas. The total change was \ Y¥.% ¢/ for urbanites and Y ¢1.v% for
rural areas.
Results show that cereals and bread consumption was Ye.Y/

for urbanites and Y\.AY7 for rural areas, of the food expenditure.
For meat, it was YA.4/ for both urbanites and rural areas. Fish
expenditure was V.¥/ for urbanites and ¢.A/ for rural areas. Dairy
products were \¢.A7 for urbanites and VY.¢e/ for rural areas.
Oils and fats were A.¥/ for urbanites and 4.\Y for rural areas.
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Fruits were A..%7 for urbanites and %.e/ for rural areas;

vegetables were Y ¢.¥/ for urbanites and Y .Y/ for rural areas.

T-test results for the difference between both averages,
showed significant differences between urbanites and rural areas

in the year Y444/Y... for the average expenditure on cereals,
bread, fish, dairy products, and sugar. Also, there are differences
between urbanites and rural areas for the year Y. «A/Y. .4, except

for cereals and bread. Also, there were significant differences in
both periods for meat, fruits, vegetables, sugar foods, etc.

Studying the factors influencing food expenditure showed
that — per income- all expenditure flexibility parameters for food
groups was less than one, meaning that they are necessary
commodities.

As for the educational status, the average individual's
expenditure on food and drink was more in urbanites than rural
areas for all educational levels.

As for the family head profession, the average individual's
expenditure on food and drink was more in urbanites than rural
areas for all professions. As for the family size, the average
individual's expenditure on food decreases as the number of family
members increases. Also, it is less for rural areas than urbanites.

The research recommends:

Making efforts for reaching a more balanced geographic
distribution of the consumption map of different food groups in
both urbanites and rural areas.

Economic and social factors, related to expenditure patterns,
must be considered in setting policies of consumption and
production so as to match the different educational, professional,
and family policies — because of their vital influence on food
consumption expenditure.
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